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Handford Wines Bordeaux En Primeur 

2019 Offer 

“Crowning Glory” 

  



Introduction 

Flights, meetings and tastings were all cancelled and replaced by half bottles in the post. The end of May has been the 

crowning glory of lockdown; the taste of a few examples from this great vintage and the excitement of getting back 

into the groove. The last time we were in Bordeaux, in July 2019, the weather had settled and remained so until well 

into September. Winter rains were generous enough and there was a bit more to come in the spring. Water levels 

were set fair for the near perfect ripening season. As in most recent vintages there were very hot days. This causes 

temporary stress but there was nothing lasting in 2019. By contrast there was showery relief in late August and mid 

September, perfect timing for the final push. 

2019 is more homogeneous from village to village than in 2018. Harvesting carried on from the second week in 

September through to mid August and so key differences are the result of timing. Well-managed harvests have 

resulted in wines more akin to the pure and refined styles of 2010 and 2016 than the more fulsome, less elegant 

2009 and 2015. Given the long season and only light rains in the late season, it’s worth noting that Sauternes are 

likely to be the best since 2001. We will offer our selection in a mixed case of halves. 

This is a very good vintage indeed. There will be more detailed information as we taste more. Having tried several 

petits chateaux we have chosen a short list to offer. After that we will offer our preferred Chateaux as prices come 

out. This is worth following. 

 

The Market 

Three of the four fundamental criteria of buying for long term cellaring are in place. Prices are down, quality is at the 

very top and volumes are not excessive, leaving the exchange rate which you must judge for yourself!  

It’s a strong Cabernet year and looks as if the great wines of particularly Saint Estephe and Margaux will stand out; 

Cos, Montrose, Leoville Barton, Rauzan Segla, d’Issan and the like. We have concentrated our Petit Chateaux picks 

into these two appellations. Jean Michel, due to taste with us all in London in April, is one of the great exponents of 

Cabernet. He’s the man behind the stunning Haut Breton Larigaudiere and the dreamy, all Cabernet Createur. 

Critics are already raving and scores are high. Claret is on a roll in quality terms. Almost every other vintage in the 

past two decades has been very good, if not exceptional. By and large prices are fair and conditions are right to tuck 

in. 

 

Jean-Michel Garcion  



James and Greg’s Favourite Petits Chateaux 

 

Chateau de Pez 2019 Sainte Estephe       £135.00 per 6 IB 

Hints of liquorice and golden tobacco on the nose, before opening up to both redcurrant, blackberry and floral 

notes. The palate is smooth and syrupy, reminiscent of raspberry jelly. The mouth is well-balanced with a savoury 

finish revealing slightly grainy tannins, which gives the wine energy and great length, precision and sweetness. 

Nicholas Glumineau (winemaker, Pichon Lalande) 

Chateau Haut Breton Larigaudiere 2019 Margaux     £99.00 per 6 IB 

The 2019 Haut Breton is a blend of mostly Cabernet Sauvignon with a splash of Merlot from a year where Cabernet 

was king of the left bank! The bouquet is tightly wound at first, then gently unfolds to reveal perfumed notes of 

briary, dried violets and light lilac flower aromas underpinned by a certain broody, mineral graphite influence. The 

palate is medium-bodied with firm mineral tannins but is balanced by plenty of fleshy dark broody blackberry and 

smoky crème de cassis fruit notes. It is surprisingly taut and linear with a structured frame suggesting this is one for 

further cellaring. But of course like all great Margaux reds, the elegance and sheer precision and finesse allows it to 

be drunk on release although it will clearly grow in stature as it loosens its shoulders and becomes a little more 

gregarious and flamboyant with time in bottle. Drink from 2023 to 2038+ (91-93/100 Greg Sherwood MW) 

Ch Haut Breton Larigaudiere ‘Le Createur’ 2019 Margaux  £250.00 per 6 IB 

... and this is his tour de force. It’s a selection of the best Cabernets with just a few barrels made. Createur never 

fails to please when we crack a bottle open and the 2017 has just picked up a gold medal at the Decanter Awards. 

2025 to 2039 

Chateau d’Angludet 2019, Margaux Cru Bourgeois    £145.00 per 6 IB 

The 2019 has a deep garnet-purple colour and in common with many of 

the beautifully perfumed 2019 Margaux reds, this vintage comes 

waltzing out of the glass with alluring notes of stewed red cherries, red 

plums and freshly baked ginger biscuits. Wonderful spice box scents 

mingle with wafts of incense, unsmoked cigars, graphite and freshly cut 

straw. Medium-bodied, rich, plush and seductive in the mouth, it has 

quite precise, linear, polished marble tannins, finishing with an 

impressively long, pure, spicy black fruited elegance. Drink from 2022 to 

2035+.(90-92+/100 Greg Sherwood MW) 

  



Chateau Cap Leon Veyrin Cru Bourgeois 2019, Listrac-Medoc 

  £79.00 per 6 IB 

A complex nose layered with perfumed aromatics drifting from violets to cherry 

blossom, pink musk to cherry cola and dusty graphite minerality. Super focus and 

balance, this wine has beautiful Cabernet Sauvignon lines, a chiselled texture and 

fine mineral, gravelly tannins. The fruit concentration shows a seductive sweet sour 

mouth watering edge and fabulous black berry fruit persistence. Focused, intense 

and impressively linear. This should turn into an absolute star! Drink from 2022 to 

2040+. (92-93+/100 Greg Sherwood MW) ... and with 93 – 94 from James Suckling 

this is extraordinary value! 

 

 

Chateau la Tour Baladoz 2019 St Emilion Grand Cru    £95 per 6 IB 

Another of the stars of Bordeaux in 2015 and 2016, the 2019 follows suit with an opulent bouquet of exotic crushed 

blackberries, cherries dipped in chocolate, warm buttered brown toast and a hint is espresso and vanilla spice on the 

tail. The palate is superbly balanced, hedonistically plush and fleshy with a mid-palate texture that fans out to tease 

and tantalise, finishing with yet more layers of blueberry, black cherry and toasted oak and crème de cassis freshness. 

A truly wonderful Chateau on the famous chalky limestone Cote with one of the best terroirs in the whole of St 

Emilion. Drink from 2022 to 2032+. (92-94/100 Greg Sherwood MW) 

Chateau Tournefeuille 2019, Lalande-Pomerol  

   £85 per 6 IB 

The 2019 already displays a fine creamy, lactic nose of blueberry crumble, 

crushed red currants and black plum coulee. Cool and sleek, the palate 

shows lovely generosity, fine powdery tannins, weightless concentration and 

a finely poised balancing acidity. Nice integrated oak already. A classy vintage 

that will seduce many drinkers. Drink from 2022 to 2032+ (91-93 Greg 

Sherwood MW) 

 

Chateau L’Ecuyer 2019 Pomerol      £175.00 per 6 IB 

The fabulous Chateau L’Ecuyer from Emeric Petit is located just a stones 

throw away from the famous Chateau Petrus and the delicious 2019 has 

an expressive bouquet with lashings of opulent blackberry fruit, 

blueberry crumble fresh out the oven, as well as pithy citric notes of 

blood oranges, milk chocolate and vanilla pod spice. The palate is 

medium to full bodied with ripe, sweet chocolately tannins and a broad, 

plush mouthfeel. At this super youthful embryonic stage, the 2019 shows 

all the necessary building blocks for yet another impressive Pomerol red 

that will certainly benefit from a couple of years in your cellar on 

release. Like all Emeric’s wines in 2019, his L’Ecuyer flagship is extremely 

well crafted and one of the more interesting wines we tasted from the 

right bank this year and is also exceptionally well priced! Drink from 

2022 to 2038+. (93-95/100 Greg Sherwood MW)   



Bordeaux 2019 – Our Selection 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond. £tba is price to be announced. We will send a weekly follow 

up. If you are interested in other Chateaux please do ask. 

 
 

Btls/Case £Case in Bond 

Chateau Beaumont 2019 Haut Medoc 6 £55.00 

Chateau Potensac 2019 Haut Medoc 6 £99.00 

Chateau Belgrave 2019 Haut Medoc 6 £115.00 

Chateau Chasse Spleen 2019 Moulis 6 £135.00 

Chateau Capbern 2019 (Calon Segur) Saint Estephe 6 £99.00 

Chateau le Boscq 2019 Saint Estephe 6 £90.00 

Pagodes de Cos 2019 (2nd Wine) Saint Estephe 6 £195.00 

Chateau Cos d’Estournel 2019 Saint Estephe 6 £695.00 

Chateau Lafon Rochet 2019 Saint Estephe 6 £175.00 

Chateau Montrose 2019 Saint Estephe 6 £615.00 

la Dame de Montrose 2019 Saint Estephe 6 £160.00 

Pichon Comtesse Reserve 2019 (2nd Wine) Pauillac 6 £175.00 

Chateau Haut Batailley 2019 Pauillac 6 £225.00 

Chateau Grand Puy Lacoste 2019 Pauillac 6 £275.00 

Chateau Duhart Milon 2019 Pauillac 6 £315.00 

Chateau Lynch Bages 2019 Pauillac 6 £430.00 

Echo de Lynch Bages 2019 Pauillac 6 £145.00 

Chateau Lacoste Borie 2019 Pauillac 6 £110.00 

Chateau Talbot 2019 Saint Julien 6 £215.00 

le Croix de Beaucaillou 2019 Saint Julien 6 £175.00 

Clos du Marquis 2019 (Leoville Las Cases) Saint Julien 6 £215.00 

Chateau Langoa Barton 2019 Saint Julien 6 £180.00 

Chateau Leoville Barton 2019 Saint Julien 6 £325.00 

Chateau Beychevelle 2019 Saint Julien 6 £340.00 

Chateau Marquis de Terme 2019 Margaux 6 £165.00 

Blason d’Issan 2019 (2nd Wine) Margaux 6 £105.00 

Chateau d’Issan 2019 Margaux 6 £225.00 

Domaine de Cambes 2019 Bordeaux 6 £175.00 

Château Grand Village 2019 Fronsac 6 £75.00 



 
 

Btls/Case £Case in Bond 

Roc de Cambes 2019 Cotes de Bourg 6 £260.00 

Chateau Corbin 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £140.00 

Chateau Larcis Ducasse 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £285.00 

Clos Fourtet Saint Emilion GC 6 £415.00 

Chateau Berliquet 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £199.00 

Chateau Tertre Roteboeuf 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £790.00 

Chateau Valandraud 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £575.00 

Chateau Angelus 2019 Saint Emilion GC 6 £1,450.00 

Chateau Rouget 2019 Pomerol 6 £185.00 

Chateau Gazin 2019 Pomerol 6 £325.00 

Enclos Tourmaline 2019 Pomerol 6 £625.00 

Chateau l’Evangile 2019 Pomerol 6 £875.00 

Chateau Coutet 2019 (halves) Barsac 12 £175.00 

 

Please do e-mail if you are interested in first growths or any other Chateaux. Many have been allocated now but it’s 

always worth registering your interest!  james@handford.net and greg@handford.net 

  

mailto:james@handford.net


 

How the Offer Works 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond (i.e. duty free) at London City Bond. Wines may be stored by 

us or transferred in bond. Most wines will be shipped in the spring or autumn of 2022 for onward delivery. When 

you choose to receive wines the duty (currently £13.39 per case of 6 bottles) and V.A.T. on the total value 

(including duty) must be paid prior to delivery. 

Transfer under bond and delivery to the UK mainland are free for deliveries over £500 (in bond value). Otherwise 

delivery charged at £20.00 per delivery/address. Wines may be collected from 105 Old Brompton Road. Storage 

with us at LCB is £0.90 (per 12 bottles) and £0.45 (per 6 bottles) per month plus VAT. 

Drinking dates give an idea of when the wines will be ready. There are never fixed rules and wines should be enjoyed 

at as many stages of their life as possible. Orders will be invoiced for payment by return. 

All wines offered subject to availability and subject to Handford Wines standard En-Primeur terms & conditions of 

sale. Many wines are subject to allocation. 

Wines will be shipped to arrive Under Bond UK Spring/Autumn 2022. 

Free onward delivery or transfer in bond for deliveries over £500. 

 

Contact James Handford MW or Greg Sherwood MW 

to discuss your portfolio requirements – 

 020 7589 6113  

james@handford.net      greg@handford.net 

 

Post Script 

 

The offer has been running for 2 weeks. By and large prices are back to 2013/14 levels but quantities released have 

been reduced. This has made it very difficult and so we apologise to the few who haven’t been able to get everything 

they requested. 

We have tasted a few more wines in the meantime and would highlight from the Medoc; Potensac (from the Las 

Cases stable), the Haut Breton Createur (our selection) and both Leoville and Langoa Barton. From the left bank we 

loved Larcis Ducasse (as did most of the commentators consistently giving 95/96 points) and we have begun to work 

with Chateau Rouget in Pomerol. This has been bought by a Meursault producer that we know well, and will convert 

from organic to biodynamic in the coming years. An already great wine is set to become outstanding. 

JH 
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