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Introduction 

There was no escaping the news of heavy frosts in many parts of France. Two events in mid-April brought vignerons 

from their slumber to light candles, spray water and fan air through the rows. The worst case is when ice forms and 

the morning sun is magnified, literally burning the buds. This phenomenon has been worse in 1991 and even in 2017. 

In 2021, it was as much very low temperatures that damaged developing plants. Detailed plans show how frost has 

wreaked havoc in low-lying areas and on gentle, but unprotected slopes, especially in the lower sections of right-

bank vineyards. Of course when it rained, it poured and much of May and June was grey and wet. 

In better news, flowers, though not as many of them, came out in sunnier conditions with successful fruit set all 

round. This vintage of toil continued with more hard yards needed to allay threats of mildew. The second half of the 

season was a different game. The sun came out, the vines perked up and the fewer berries and bunches enjoyed a 

little more freedom to ripen beautifully. Many were left on the vines right through an Indian summer that lasted until 

mid-October. Such a late harvest allows for a slow and steady flavour ripening resulting in breadth and complexity. 

Cabernets are as distinguished and distinctive as in 2016 with their bright, cassis and mineral tones. This is perhaps 

most evident in St Estephe; Montrose, Calon Segur, Phelan Segur, de Pez and le Boscq are notable picks. Those few 

more classical Margaux growers offer some beautiful expressions; Margaux, Palmer, Brane Cantenac, Rauzan Segla, 

d’Issan and Haut Breton Larigaudiere are favourites. 2021 was not quite as kind to Merlot, a detail that is manifest in 

the final blends of many reds. This will please Cabernet Franc fans who can enjoy excellent examples of the very fine 

Cheval Blanc and Figeac, or, more modestly, a regular favourite of ours that is Chateau La Tour Figeac. 

Perhaps the biggest change through this past generation of the trade is the care taken and techniques employed to 

select the best fruit as the harvest comes in. This is done manually, by laser, or now, more commonly by density. 

The best wine is only going to be made from the best berries and sugar levels will be optimised (selection is 

currently the main driver for higher alcohol levels, not climate change!). This year a longer ‘hang time’ has 

encouraged flavour over sugar. Alcohol levels will be a little lower while colour, acids and tannins are at ideal levels. 

The result of this is a more classical style; distinct, lifted and with a fine balance. So we go backwards in style but 

stride forward in the quest for perfection; ‘Back to the Future’. 

The late season was perfect for Sauternes and there are some fabulous examples. de Fargues is a true great and 

Coutet, Rieussec, Rayne Vigeau and Suduiraut are all very much worth tucking away. Dry whites too are delicious. 

There is a parcel of Chateau Charmes Godard from Nicolas Thienpont of Larcis Ducasse; they don’t all have to be 

£100+ a bottle!!  

 

The Market 

Given the conditions the volume of wine offered is between 20 and 80% of the norm. Demand is ever more global 

and so basic economics say ‘buy’. Some buyers in newer markets wait until the wine is physical and so quantities 

released en Primeur may be reduced a little but this does seem to result in a more regular uplift in price when the 

wine becomes available in bottle. For the majority who are more interested in filling a cellar with something good to 

drink, 2021 is an excellent buy! 
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James and Greg’s Favourite Petits Chateaux 

Chateau Charmes Godard Blanc 2021 Cotes de Francs £60.00 per 6 IB 

It’s a little unusual to put a white into this section! 2021 is such a success for this Semillon based, apple, pear and 

lemon zest beauty that is a match of any of the great Semillons of the world. Drink it fresh from the 500 litre barrel 

and hold a few back to see the marvel of ageing this unsung but noble variety. 2022 to 2031 

Chateau Cap Leon Veyrin 2021 Listrac £65.00 per 6 IB 

But for the white above, this is our highest scoring wine under £100 per 6. Julien Meyre waited and waited to be 

amongst the last to pick Cabernets (coming at over 13.5% potential alcohol) and increased the proportion to nearly 

50% in the final blend. Dark, rich and enticing in both its appearance and taste. Smart wine and smart price. 2025 to 

2035. 

 

 

 

Julien Meyre, of Chateau Cap Leon Veyrin and Chateau Julien 
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Chateau de Pez 2021 Saint Estephe £130.00 per 6 IB 

Bright and pure red, ruby with a little opacity. Fresh red and black fruit compote, a hint of vanilla and cinnamon. Light 

cassis and cool red apple on the palate with firm but fair tannin and acid balance. Once again de Pez competes very 

well with the big boys in St Estephe. 2025 to 2034 

Chateau Haut Breton Larigaudiere 2021 Margaux £105.00 per 6 IB 

Two thirds Cabernet Sauvignon is relatively high for the Medoc and suits the skills of Cabernet maestro Jean Michel 

Garcion. Deep, black core to the eye and showing classically, tight, focused cassis fruit aromas. Outstanding, full, 

black fruits and liquorice spice and this is rounded with excellent Cabernet distinction. Exquisite, elegant and high 

scoring for the money. 2024 to 2036 

 
Jean-Michel Garcion, Chateau Haut Breton Larigaudiere 

 

Chateau L’Ecuyer 2021 Pomerol  £175.00 per 6 IB 

3.5 hectares of classic clay-gravel by the church on the Pomerol plateau and not far from the Petrus vines is the the 

fabulous Chateau Lecuyer from Emeric Petit. Three quarters of the vines are over 30 years old and, crucially there is 

a good chunk of Cabernet Franc, 23% of the blend in 2021. A complex flavour profile of violets, wild strawberry and 

ripe plum underpins an other-worldly feel and a gentle sensation of mated chocolate to the finish. This will be 

approachable young although the fine boned structure will leave it looking attractive in old age too. 2024 to 2038. 
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Domaine de Cambes 2021 Bordeaux £185.00 per 6 IB 

Roc de Cambes is the Mitjaville owned and run Cotes de Bourg property not so far from Saint Emilion. It has similar 

terroir to the brilliant Tertre Roteboeuf. Why this is still under the radar we don’t know. Wine Advocate scores are 

consistently into the 90s and we score the 2021 as high as 94. The combination of intensity, rich texture yet with 

bright acidity and that ethereal feel of such a natural wine is rarely matched anywhere. A red that exudes comfort, 

tranquillity and a bit of luxury too. One of the outstanding visits of the 2021 tastings and a good score of 90-92 in 

the Wine Advocate.. 2024 to 2033. 

 Chateau la Tour Figeac 2021 St Emilion £155.00  per 6 IB 

Formerly part of Chateau Figeac and across the way from Cheval Blanc, La Tour Figeac has been owned by the 

Rettenmaier family since 1970. Otto is into his third decade in full command of what is now an organic farm with 

some fine, if fragile Cabernet Franc vines. These underpin the success of 2021 here. As in 2017 the frosts were not 

fair to Otto, but in 2021 the fruits have ripened perfectly. His gentle, non interventionist philosophy pays huge 

dividend here. Perfumed, rose petal, sweet floral notes, soft mint, a hint of graphite minerality and plenty of 

persistent, pomegranate and red berry fruits. Delightful. 2025 to 2037 

 

 

Château Montrose’s main barrel hall. 
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Bordeaux 2021 – Our Selection 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond. £tba is price ‘to be announced’. We will send follow ups!  

IMPORTANT – there are many more of both first growths and ‘top’ wines. These are allocated to us and 

allocated in turn to Handford clients. Please do e-mail to register interest to james@handford.net 

 

Wine Region Btls/Case £Case in Bond 

Chateau Charmes Godard Blanc 2021 Cotes de Francs 6 £60.00 

Chateau Cap Leon Veyrin 2021 Listrac 6 £65.00 

Chateau de Pez 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £130.00 

Chateau Haut Breton Larigaudiere 2021 Margaux 6 £105.00 

Chateau L’Ecuyer 2021 Pomerol 6 £175.00 

Domaine de Cambes 2021 Bordeaux 6 £185.00 

Chateau la Tour Figeac 2021 Saint Emilion 6 £155.00 

        

Chateau Beaumont 2021 Haut Medoc 6 £65.00 

Chateau Potensac 2021 Haut Medoc 6 £105.00 

Chateau Capbern 2021 (Calon Segur) Saint Estephe 6 £tba 

Chateau le Boscq 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £105.00 

Chateau Phelan Segur 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £195.00 

Pagodes de Cos 2021 (2nd Wine) Saint Estephe 6 £195.00 

Chateau Cos d’Estournel 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £875.00 

Chateau Montrose 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £695.00 

la Dame de Montrose 2021 Saint Estephe 6 £165.00 

Chateau Lacoste Borie 2021 Pauillac 6 £125.00 

Chateau Grand Puy Lacoste 2021 Pauillac 6 £315.00 

Chateau Pontet Canet 2021 Pauillac 6 £450.00 

Chateau Pichon Baron 2021 Pauillac 6 £675.00 

Chateau Pichon Lalande 2021 Pauillac 6 SOLD 

Chateau Clerc Milon 2021 Pauillac 6 £350.00 

Chateau Lynch Bages 2021 Pauillac 6 £525.00 

Echo de Lynch Bages 2021 Pauillac 6 £185.00 

Chateau Langoa Barton 2021 Saint Julien 6 £185.00 
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Wine Region Btls/Case £Case in Bond 

Chateau Leoville Barton 2021 Saint Julien 6 £345.00 

Chateau Lagrange 2021 Saint Julien 6 £215.00 

Chateau Beychevelle 2021 Saint Julien 6 £375.00 

Chateau Leoville Poyferre 2021 Saint Julien 6 £450.00 

Chateau Leoville Las Cases Saint Julien 6 £1,025.00 

Blason d’Issan 2021 (2nd Wine) Margaux 6 £105.00 

Chateau d’Issan 2021 Margaux 6 £260.00 

Chateau Brane Cantenac 2021 Margaux 6 £tba 

Chateau Rauzan Segla Margaux 6 £375.00 

Alter Ego de Palmer 2021 Margaux 6 £345.00 

Chateau Palmer 2021 Margaux 6 £1,475.00 

Chateau la Garde 2021 Pessac-Leognan 6 £85.00 

Domaine de Chevalier 2021 Pessac-Leognan 6 £tba 

Chateau Smith Haute Lafitte 2021 Pessac-Leognan 6 £555.00 

Château Grand Village 2021 Fronsac 6 £90.00 

Roc de Cambes 2021 Cotes de Bourg 6 £260.00 

Chateau Larcis Ducasse 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £345.00 

Clos Fourtet 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £tba 

Chateau Tour Baladoz 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £99.00 

Chateau Berliquet 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £235.00 

Chateau Monbousquet 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £225.00 

Chateau la Croizille 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £245.00 

Chateau la Gaffeliere 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £295.00 

Chateau Tertre Roteboeuf 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 SOLD 

Chateau Valandraud 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £tba 

Chateau Canon 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £550.00 

Chateau Angelus 2021 Saint Emilion GC 6 £1,575.00 

Chateau Tournefeuille 2021 Lalande de Pomerol 6 £95.00 

Chateau Rouget 2021 Pomerol 6 £195.00 

Vieux Chateau Certan 2021 Pomerol 6 £tba 
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How the Offer Works 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond (i.e. duty free) at London City Bond. Wines may be stored by 

us or transferred in bond. Most wines will be shipped in the spring or autumn of 2024 for onward delivery. When 

you choose to receive wines the duty (currently £13.39 per case of 6 bottles) and V.A.T. on the total value 

(including duty) must be paid prior to delivery. 

Transfer under bond and delivery to the UK mainland are free for deliveries over £500 (in bond value). Otherwise 

delivery charged at £20.00 per delivery/address. Wines may be collected from 105 Old Brompton Road. Storage 

with us at LCB is £0.90 (per 12 bottles) and £0.45 (per 6 bottles) per month plus VAT. 

Drinking dates give an idea of when the wines will be ready. There are never fixed rules and wines should be enjoyed 

at as many stages of their life as possible. Orders will be invoiced for payment by return. 

 

All wines offered subject to availability and subject to Handford Wines standard En-Primeur terms 

& conditions of sale. Many wines are subject to allocation. 

Wines will be shipped to arrive Under Bond UK Spring/Autumn 2024. 

Free onward delivery or transfer in bond for deliveries over £500. 

 

Contact James Handford MW or Greg Sherwood MW 

to discuss your portfolio requirements – 

 020 7589 6113  

james@handford.net      greg@handford.net 

mailto:james@handford.net
mailto:greg@handford.net
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