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Vintage Report 

“2015 is a fantastic vintage for Brunello and without doubt the best vintage since the legendary 2010 

vintage. Many experts reckon this vintage may be even better with the wines having extra freshness.” 

 

"This is a standout group of new releases from Montalcino. What impresses most about 2015 is the 

consistently high quality delivered across the board.” – Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

 

The 2015 vintage is a historical year for Brunello di Montalcino that nobody should miss. The wines show 

impressive precision of vivid fruit, fine tannins and freshness in acidity despite their ripeness and richness 

which makes them some of the most exciting in years. 

Winemakers in Montalcino were never better prepared to produce outstanding wines in a year like 2015 with 

their exactness in their vineyards and cellars from fine-tuned canopy management and crop thinning to optical 

sorting and soft fermentations. So many wine producers in Montalcino made excellent wines in 2015. 

A small handful of the wines we tasted are a little bit closed at this early stage, and these will benefit from 

more cellar ageing. However, the majority of the samples tasted showed softly textured, abundant and 

accessible characteristics that make them beautiful to drink straight out of the gate or with very little aging 

required. Bottles from the versatile 2015 vintage can go into your cellar for safekeeping or onto your dinner 

table for near- to medium-term consumption. The choice is yours, and that’s one of the top selling points of 

2015. 

Handford Wines tasted a broad swathe of 2015 Brunello reds during two separate trips to Montalcino in 

2019, selecting, as usual, only the very best this vintage has to offer. These include beautifully styled Brunello di 

Montalcino reds from Sesti, Poggio Antico, Le Potazzine, Gaja, Mastrojanni, Gianni Brunelli and Salicutti as well 

as some super rare and sought wines from Canalicchio di Sopra and Salvioni. Finally, one must not forget the 

excellent selection of 2017 and 2018 Rosso di Montalcino reds that will be available to buy at exceptionally 

good release prices, some unchanged in two years.  

However, for the most part, the new vintage reds have been released at ex-cellar prices only fractionally 

higher than last years 2014 releases. Finally, and we say it every year but it’s worth repeating - these wines, in 

the context of the region, their quality, their age worthiness and the immense drinking pleasure they deliver, 

still offer an incredible bang for your buck. This will be Handford Wines’ 20th year of Brunello En-primeur.  
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How the Offer Works 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond (i.e. duty free) at London City Bond. Wines may be 

stored by us or transferred in bond. Most wines will be shipped in the spring or autumn of 2020 for onward 

delivery. When you choose to receive wines the duty (currently £13.39 per case of 6) and V.A.T. on the total 

value (inc. duty) must be paid prior to delivery. 

Transfer under bond and delivery to the UK mainland are free for orders over £500 (in bond value). 

Otherwise delivery charged at £17.50 per address. Wines may be collected from 105 Old Brompton Road. 

Storage with us at LCB is £1.08 per case per month inc. VAT. 

Tasting notes have been included with reference to both our scores and critic’s scores from across the globe 

where possible. Drinking dates give an idea of when the wines will be ready. There are never fixed rules and 

wines should be enjoyed at as many stages of their life as possible. 

 

James Handford MW and Greg Sherwood MW 
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The Producers 

Tenuta Le Potazzine 

Owned and run by Gigliola Gianetti and her two daughters, Viola and Sofia, this five hectare winery is located 

at 507 metres above sea level, one of the highest points in Montalcino. Le Potazzine’s vineyards are split 

between this breezy location, which gives the wines tremendous elegance and freshness, and warmer sites in 

Sant’Angelo in Colle further south, where the grapes produce a richer and fuller style.  

2017 Rosso di Montalcino Le Potazzine        

£99.00 per 6 bottles IB | £135.00 inc duty & VAT  

Potazzine’s Rosso di Montalcino exudes the bright red fruits, freshness and elegance of the vintage.  There is a 

lovely sense of harmony to this Rosso and it’s a wine that will win many friends for its stylish and supple 

elegant nature. Drink 2021-2026. 91/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Le Potazzine   

£285.00 per 6 bottles IB | £358.00 inc duty & VAT  

“Put simply, this has everything that you look for in a 2015 Brunello.” 

The Le Potazzine 2015 Brunello di Montalcino is immediately bright and energized. The wine is sprightly and 

lively. This is an elegantly medium-weight wine, but everything is in exactly the right place. Fresh acidity and 

snappy fruit flavours are followed by lighter touches of rose petal, cardamom, camphor ash and powdered 

liquorice. These aromas are stacked tall and proud. Of special interest is that point of zesty medicinal herb 

that reminds you of the relatively cool climate and high-altitude positioning of Le Potazzine's vineyards. These 

special conditions are exactly why this wine performs so nicely in a warm vintage like 2015. The coolness of 

the growing site offsets the temperatures of the growing season.  97/100 The Wine Advocate  
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Podere Salicutti  

It's been in the works for a few years now, but the 

ownership switch at Salicutti is now complete. Previous 

proprietor and founder Francesco Leanza has left his 

beautiful farmhouse in Montalcino and has now taken up 

residence in the nearby city of Siena. The new German 

owners Felix and Sabine Eichbauer have taken over, and 

their names are now listed on the back labels of the 

bottles. In terms of winemaking, nothing has changed, 

and indeed these two vintages were completed under 

Francesco's watch. His style represents purity and a 

non-interventionist's approach. His simple, hands-off 

winemaking always works best in the great vintages and 

the 2015 is an absolutely terrific creation. In fact, the 

new releases are some of the best wines we have ever 

tasted from Salicutti, one of our favourite estates in the 

appellation. A new gravity flow winery was built and 

completed in June 2019 and as no 2014 Brunello di 

Montalcino was produced, this is the first Brunello to be released to the market since their stellar 2013. 

2017 Rosso di Montalcino Salicutti 

£145.00 per 6 bottles IB | £190.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2017 Rosso di Montalcino offers a real treat, especially for those seeking the Holy Grail of Sangiovese 

purity. This wine is solely focused on the quality and the basic purity of its primary fruit. There's no mistaking 

that Sangiovese signature with fresh forest berry, bitter almond and wilted violets and sweet red cherry. These 

aromas are presented with radiant intensity and make for a delicious, crystalline mouthful. 93/100 Greg 

Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Sorgente Salicutti  

£299.00 per 6 bottles IB | £375.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2015 Brunello di Montalcino displays an authentic, classically pure personality that is characterized by dark 

cherry fruits, botanical spices, leather, cherry cola and sweet grilled herb. The wine has a fabulously intricate 

level of beguiling complexity that you often see with organic fruit and winemaking. The wine is classically solid 

in frame but also generous and precise showing a wonderfully balanced acidity and a zesty, energetic intensity. 

Always age worthy, this is sure to be one of the most sought after wines of the vintage yet again. 96+/100 

Greg Sherwood MW 
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Gaja Pieve Santa Restituta 

One of Angelo Gaja’s two Tuscan properties, on the site 

of an old church, Santa Restituta, that dates  back to the 

4th century. As is the family’s style, theirs is a fusion of 

modern and traditional winemaking. They also own land 

on the Buonconvento Northern side of Montalcino and 

some prestigious lands in the South, a stone’s throw 

from Sesti. The Northern sites normally go into the 

Brunello di Montalcino with Sugarille and Rennina located 

around the winery on the Southern side of the town 

being bottled individually as Crus. These three Brunellos, 

from one of the finest names in Italian wine, are 

impeccably crafted and full of character, finesse and age 

ability. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Pieve Santa Restituta Gaja 

£299.00 per 6 bottles IB | £374.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2015 Brunello di Montalcino normale is a riper and more expressive creation, quite darkly fruited but 

ultimately much less inward looking than the bigger Brunello Crus of Rennina and Sugarille. Packed full of dark 

wild cherries, black plums, sweet cherry tobacco, liquorice, botanical spices and menthol nuances all wrapped 

around a substantial frame of sweet tannins. Ideally this wine needs another few years in bottle, but it is always 

difficult to resist this wine’s inviting sense of opulence, poise and harmony on release. 95+/100 Greg 

Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Rennina Pieve Santa Restituta Gaja 

£599.00 per 6 bottles IB | £735.00 inc duty & VAT  

Three non-adjacent vineyards surrounding the parish church, in an area called Rennina in ancient times. The 

south-west facing soil dates back to the Eocene age and mainly consists of sand, tuff and clay. The vines are 25 

years old on average. Strikingly elegant aromas of violets, wild roses, roots, followed closely by blueberries, 

liquorice, nutmeg and saffron rise from the glass. This wine has a remarkable structure, with layers of mellow 

fruit covering all of the mouth. The tannins are firm but silky and the acidity is vivid leading to a long, lingering 

finish. 96/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Sugarille Pieve Santa Restituta Gaja 

£675.00 per 6 bottles IB | £826.00 inc duty & VAT  

Very deep with an almost impenetrable ruby colour. Very closed on the nose with minerally notes and a hint 

of oak sawdust. Compact, concentrated sour-cherry fruit and bags of crunch together with chewy tannins. 

Embryonic at this stage, but beautifully concentrated and perfectly balanced. 17.5/20 Jancis Robinson MW 

& 97/100 Greg Sherwood MW  
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Sesti 

Without doubt one of the leading producers in Brunello 

di Montalcino: an estate of 9 hectares under vine which 

is run by astrologer Giuseppe Sesti and his daughter 

Elisa. In the vineyard, everything is kept as natural as 

possible with zero use of herbicides, pesticides, chemical 

fertiliser and even outside sourced yeasts. The study of 

astronomy and lunar cycles has also influenced 

Giuseppe’s approach in the winery – he follows the 

phases of the moon when it comes to winemaking 

techniques; only racking wines during a waning of the 

moon. Aging of the wines takes place in larger Slavonian 

oak casks because, according to Sesti, if he is happy with 

the fruit, the tannins and the overall growing season, 

then there is no need to mask the wine, but rather 

preserve the inherent qualities that Sangiovese Grosso 

draws from these meticulously farmed vineyards.  

2018 Rosso di Montalcino Sesti 

£99.00 per 6 bottles IB | £135.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2017 Rosso di Montalcino is a nicely balanced, fresh and forthcoming expression of Sangiovese executed 

in an easy and streamlined style. Bright cherry and red currant flavours would pair with your favourite pasta or 

pizza dishes. The wine closes with crisp, bright and refreshing acidity. 89/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Sesti 

£295.00 per 6 bottles IB | £370.00 inc duty & VAT  

On the nose this attractive 2015 Brunello shows wonderfully elegant, fragrant notes of wild strawberries, 

fresh roses and violets that mix with exotic notes of cinnamon, baking cloves and black chocolate spices. Full 

and generous in the mouth, there is plenty of juicy cherry and red currant fruit intensity that melts in to a 

complex mélange of liquorice, sweet tobacco and black plum confit. Focused and persistent, this wine has all 

the building blocks to improve over 5 to 8 years as it mellows in bottle after 39 months ageing in big barrels. 

95/100 Greg Sherwood MW 
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Gianni Brunelli 

The formidable and passionate Laura Brunelli runs both the estate and the family’s fantastic restaurant in Siena, 

Le Logge – a must visit if... you can get a booking! With very small land holdings (4.5ha in total) this is truly a 

handmade labour of love. They have two sites, one on the Northern side of Montalcino (Le Chiuse di Sotto) 

and one on the Southern side (Podernovone), allowing them to blend the cool elegant style of the North with 

the power and depth of the South. This winery remains one of Handford Wines’ perennial favourite 

Montalcino producers for both quality and value for money.  

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Gianni Brunelli 

£225.00 per 6 bottles IB | £286.00 inc duty & VAT  

The Gianni Brunelli Le Chiuse di Sotto team is on a roll, and these last few vintages have really hit it out of the 

ballpark. Their latest release, the charming 2015 Brunello di Montalcino, is one of the stars of the vintage. This 

wine exudes the warmth and sheer exuberance of the growing season, which was beautifully warm and sunny. 

Yet it also stays true to the promise of Montalcino that strives for elegance, poise and longevity. This is a 

classic interpretation that offers a very precise and pure window onto the Sangiovese grape, with its tight 

aromas of wild cherry, medical herb and pressed blue flowers. The wine is a blend of fruit from both sides of 

Montalcino: the north side and the southeast. Between the two sites you get a mix of schist, sand, clay, tufo 

and Galestro soil. That's pretty much the whole rainbow from the appellation. 96/100 The Wine Advocate 

2018 Rosso di Montalcino Gianni Brunelli  

£99.00 per 6 bottles IB | £135.00 inc duty & VAT  

The lovely 2018 Rosso di Montalcino is an easy drinking Tuscan red to pair with pasta or grilled meats. The 

wine offers a first wave of bright fruit with plump cherry and plum. That is soon followed by Sangiovese-

specific tones of rose bud, potting soil and grilled herb. The wine is aged in Slavonian oak casks for a brief 

seven months. That means the wine's freshness and fruity appeal is very much intact. 90/100 Greg Sherwood 

MW 

2016 Amor Costante IGT Toscana Rosso Gianni Brunelli  

£125.00 per 6 bottles IB | £166.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2016 Amor Costante is another benchmark red wine from Tuscany that shows the incredible potential of 

this iconic vintage. This beautiful super Tuscan blend reveals a graceful side with dark fruit intensity, tart black 

cherry, sour plum, crushed violets and freshly tilled earth. The palate is laden with tar, sweet tobacco and 

liquorice nuances with blue berry and black cherry kirsch liquor notes appearing as delicate background tones, 

giving more volume and texture to the wine's sensorial impact. This is a real stunner for the money. 95+/100 

Greg Sherwood MW 
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Valdicava  

The Valdicava estate dates back to 1953 when Bramante Abbruzzese was offered the opportunity to return to 

the property in Montalcino where his ancestors were sharecroppers centuries before. From that time, 

Abbruzzese started the family vision to cultivate Sangiovese Grosso and to eventually bottle under the family 

name. In 1967 Bramante founded the Consorzio di Brunello.  

The Valdicava property lies on a high plane close to Montalcino. Wines from this area have as their signature 

characteristics a great balance between body and perfume. Valdicava is the actual name of the valley in which 

the greatest single-vineyard wines of Brunello are produced. In the middle of this valley sits the grand 

Madonna del Piano vineyard along with the Valdicava estate. In 1987, the grandson of Bramante, Vincenzo 

Abbruzzese began to work in the vineyards and the cellar and has since transformed Valdicava into one of the 

most collectible and sought-after Brunello di Montalcinos in existence today. All Valdicava grapes are 

organically grown and no chemical pesticides or fertilizers are used in the vineyards. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Valdicava 

£415.00 per 6 bottles IB | £515.00 inc duty & VAT  

Rich opulent expressive nose with plenty of ripe exotic aromatics of sweet cherry, kirsch cherry liquor, crème 

de cassis and sweet cherry rock candy. Palate is ripe, creamy and supple with unusually sweet fleshy fine 

grained tannins, massive depth of fruit, electric freshness and incredible elegance, balance and harmony. Very 

impressive already with clear age ability potential but also, unusually for Valdicava, beautiful approachability 

now.  96-97/100 Greg Sherwood MW (Tasted from barrel August 2019) 
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Poggio Antico  

 Located at an average altitude of approximately 450 

meters (1,476 feet) above sea level, the Poggio Antico 

estate is one of the highest altitude producers of 

Brunello. The calcareous and rocky soil ensures perfect 

drainage and is particularly suited for growing high quality 

grapes necessary for the full-bodied wines of Brunello. 

About 32.5 hectares of the 200 hectare estate are under 

vine. Since 1990 Poggio Antico wines have been rated by 

Wine Spectator 5 times within their "Top 100 Wines of 

the Year."  

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Poggio Antico 

£285.00 per 6 bottles IB | £358.00 inc duty & VAT  

Poggio Antico brings us a classic expression of 

Sangiovese in its 2015 Brunello di Montalcino. The warm vintage has shaped more density and volume in the 

fruit, but fundamentally this wine holds tight to the bright and fresh taste profile that is characteristic of 

Brunello. The key is the acidity that remains an integral and important element in the fundamental architecture 

of this wine. That natural crispness serves to underline lively fruit flavours of wild cherry and pressed violets. 

Background tones of earth and black liquorice also appear. The team at Poggio Antico has worked well to 

preserve the cool climate characteristics in this very warm and sunny vintage. 95/100 The Wine Advocate 

& 95/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Altero Poggio Antico 

£325.00 per 6 bottles IB | £405.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2015 Brunello di Montalcino Altero shows a sustained depth in colour and crystalline ruby rim. Ripe, 

opulent and powerful on the nose, this wine boasts perfumed violets and cherry cola, freshly cut hedgerow 

and grilled herbs to add to the well focused red fruit aromas. On the palate, there is a noticeable creamy 

plushness and fruit concentration, complex nuances of freshly baked blueberry crumble and a spicy, bruleed 

sun-raisined cherry finish. Modernistic, but executed oh so stylishly. 96/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2018 Rosso di Montalcino Poggio Antico 

£115.00 per 6 bottles IB | £154.00 inc duty & VAT  

As is often the case, Poggio Antico’s 2018 Rosso di Montalcino is terrific. This full-bodied, sumptuously 

textured wine caresses the palate with layers of sweet dark fruit, smoke, tar, toasted oak, liquorice and 

aniseed root. It seems to have enough stuffing to age for the medium term, but is probably at its best while 

the fruit is still vibrant and vital. An exceptional effort from a finer, cooler vintage in 2018. 91+/100 Greg 

Sherwood MW  
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Altesino 

 Altesino is leader in various important innovations in 

the production of Sangiovese from Montalcino, causing it 

to stand out and become a reference point for the 

entire territory. Some of the positive contributions 

putting Montalcino on the world map were the 

introduction of the "Cru" (Montosoli) concept in 1975, 

the first experiments with barriques in 1979, the 

production in 1977 of the first Grappa from a winery 

and the first Futures (purchasing wine before its release) 

for Brunello 1985. Over the last forty years an intense 

relationship has been developed with the land and the 

Altesino philosophy has always been to produce high 

quality wines that convey this history. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Montosoli Single 

Vineyard Altesino 

£335.00 per 6 bottles IB | £418.00 inc duty & VAT  

Altesino's 2015 Brunello di Montalcino Montosoli shows those celebrated characteristics of this special 

vineyard cru, with pronounced mineral intensity, highlights of crushed granite and pencil shaving. Indeed, 

Altesino's five-hectare Montosoli vineyard sees a greater concentration of clay schist Galestro rock, and the 

vineyard altitude (at 350 meters above sea level) adds to the wine's perceived freshness. In this case, those 

mineral notes are applied with small brush strokes, as the core of the wine is occupied by wild fruit and forest 

berry. Medicinal herb and rosemary essence appear quietly at the back. This is a very compact and bright wine 

with young tannins and solid structure. It has all the attributes you look for in a candidate that can withstand 

long cellar aging. I'd suggest waiting five years or more before popping this cork.  96+/100 The Wine 

Advocate 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Altesino 

£185.00 per 6 bottles IB | £238.00 inc duty & VAT  

The Altesino 2015 Brunello di Montalcino shows beautiful depth and latitude, with broad fruit aromas of dark 

cherry and cassis that recall the warmth and golden sunlight of the vintage. The wine is deceivingly streamlined 

in terms of mouthfeel, but that slim and buttoned-down backbone supports a broad range of flavours and 

sensations, from lavender essence and camphor ash to moist soil and toasted spice. All of these elements are 

delivered with impressive harmony and unity, and I expect that this wine will continue on a slow, steady and 

satisfying aging trajectory over the next 10 years or more. Fruit is sourced from across 21 hectares of vines 

with tufaceous limestone soils and Alberese rock, which contributes to the freshness and balanced structure 

of the wine. 95/100 The Wine Advocate  
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Caprili 

The Caprili estate spreads out over an area of 58 hectares in the southwest territory of the Municipality of 

Montalcino on the hillside that slopes down towards the Orcia and Ombrone rivers. Of the total property, 

15.5 hectares of the land is covered with vines. Sangiovese Grosso is cultivated on a total of 14.5ha for 

Brunello di Montalcino D.O.C.G. and Rosso di Montalcino D.O.C.G.  Trebbiano, Malvasia and Vermentino 

varieties are planted on 0.8 hectares of land for S. Antimo Bianco D.O.C. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Caprili 

£155.00 per 6 bottles IB | £202.00 inc duty & VAT  

The Caprili 2015 Brunello di Montalcino offers warm-vintage aromas of dark fruit and dried cherry followed 

by earthy tones of leather and moist potting soil. This is a classic rendition of Sangiovese that shows the 

opulence and richness of this sunny vintage, as well as the elegant restraint that you normally associate with 

the mighty Montalcino growing area. The palate reveals a spot of fruity sweetness, but you also get the 

savoury and spicy elements that come with extended barrel aging. Overall, this is an easy and accessible 

expression of Brunello for near- and medium-term drinking. 93/100 The Wine Advocate & 93/100 Greg 

Sherwood MW 
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Canalicchio di Sopra 

 Founded in 1962 by Primo Pacenti and now owned by 

his son Pier Luigi Ripaccioli and run by grandson 

Francesco Ripaccioli, Canalicchio di Sopra mirrors the 

history of Montalcino itself as its Brunello production 

moved the region from poverty to prosperity. Situated 

in the northern Brunello zone, Canalicchio's 37 acres 

lie at some of the highest altitude in Montalcino, 

receiving limited exposure to the influence of the 

Mediterranean Sea, and this location allows the estate 

to craft outstanding wines in challenging years because, 

sheltered by Monte Amiata and kissed by the sea, 

Canalicchio's special microclimates can spare its 

vineyards from excessive heat or rain, protect them 

from hail, and generally help the estate's grapes to 

ripen evenly when other producers are left high and 

dry. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Canalicchio di Sopra 

£235.00 per 6 bottles IB | £298.00 inc duty & VAT  

Guided by the past and influenced by the present, Canalicchio's winemaking protocol picks the best of modern 

and traditional methods to craft an authentic Brunello that speaks of its vineyards' high altitude and north 

Montalcino terroir, and the resulting wines possess rich cherry fruit layered with notes of smoke, minerals, 

and earth--as well as those telltale Montalcino aromatics. Best of all, Canalicchio’s 2015 releases generally offer 

the Holy Grail of Brunello, a wine that's both drinkable on release yet also capable of improving over time in 

the cellar. 95+/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

2018 Rosso di Montalcino Canalicchio di Sopra 

£115.00 per 6 bottles IB | £155.00 inc duty & VAT  

This is a terrific wine that is one big step above your standard Rosso and one tiny step below your standard 

Brunello. The Canalicchio di Sopra 2018 Rosso di Montalcino is a fresh and versatile wine. The 2018 vintage 

was cool and had more rainfall than average. Windy conditions dried and helped to concentrate the fruit right 

before harvest. This wine is made from a selection of the estate's youngest vines, with about 90% of the fruit 

coming from the Canalicchio area and 10% from Montosoli. It offers a snappy, lean to medium-weight drinking 

style with lots of freshness and enough texture to withstand some near-term cellar aging. 92/100 The Wine 

Advocate 
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San Polino 

 Katia and her husband Luigi make incredible wines from 

their cult winery, farming with a true biodynamic mind 

set, and crafting wines of elegance, beauty and finesse. 

So much so that they have recently captured the 

attention of James Suckling and Jancis Robinson for their 

pioneering approach to biodynamic viticulture. As a 

relatively new producer to the Brunello scene, they have 

already garnered a perfect score from James Suckling 

and very high praise from other critics.  

Using Luigi's scientific experience of mapping the 

Amazon rainforest they decided to try their hands at 

"creating wines as complete reflections of the 

biodiversity of their terroir". This tiny estate of only 4 

hectares now produces luscious and balanced wines 

farmed bio-dynamically by this energetic couple who, it 

is clear, pour all their heart and energies into these sublime wines. They have been described as having "an 

incredible clarity and pureness of fruit that is unequalled in the region". 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Helichrysum San Polino 

£275.00 per 6 bottles IB | £346.00 inc duty & VAT  

“Ripe boysenberries, tar, chestnuts, orange peel, dried cherries and tobacco. There’s a beautiful interplay 

between the more subtle, citrus notes and darker red fruit, and nothing’s out of kilt to the ripeness. Lots of 

powerful tannins that take the full bodied palate by storm, coating the mouth in layers of layers of intense but 

fragrant red fruit, and steamrolling this Brunello to a long, chewy conclusion. This is a contrastive wines, built 

on the foundation of an intricate, wild tannin, backbone, but framed in a vibrant and transparent package.” 

97/100  James Suckling  

2015 Brunello di Montalcino San Polino 

£235.00 per 6 bottles IB | £298.00 inc duty & VAT  

“A wonderfully fresh expression of Brunello with orange rind, citrus and red cherries; but there’s also an 

overlay of riper, roasted herbs and incense. Medium to full body, ripe but very structured tannins and a very 

flavourful palate with lots of dried nutmeg and spice undertones. Everything is where it should be, in balance. 

Drink from 2022.” 95/100 James Suckling  
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Conti Costanti 

Costanti is one of the finest estates in Montalcino, producing very high quality Brunellos that are elegant, 

complex and extremely long-lived. Andrea Costanti runs it in collaboration with consultant oenologist Vittorio 

Fiore. The estate is situated in Colle al Matrieche in the eastern zone of the Montalcino district and the 7 

hectares of vineyards are located on a high ridge 400 metres above sea level. At harvest time, Costanti 

employs a rigorous selection process which ensures that only the finest quality fruit is used. His Brunellos are 

typically backward, dense and fairly impenetrable in their youth. They require bottle ageing to show at their 

finest and, when fully mature, they are amongst the richest and most harmonious wines in the district. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Conti Costanti 

£345.00 per 6 bottles IB | £430.00 inc duty & VAT  

This is a spectacular effort. The 2015 Brunello shows deep inner intensity and lovely aromatic characteristics 

that are very true to the mighty Sangiovese grape. You can’t go wrong with a wine like this, especially if you 

are seeking the true flavours of Montalcino. The aromas are presented in a neat and tidy fashion with wild 

berry, blue flowers, spice and herbs that converge to create a united front. In the mouth, the wine delivers 

ample power and momentum with dark flavours and firm structure. The wine needs another few years of 

bottle age to flesh out further.”  95/100 Greg Sherwood MW 

 

Castiglion del Bosco 

Castiglion del Bosco Brunello di Montalcino comes from the Capanna vineyard, located in the north-west part 

of Montalcino. The unique characteristics of this plot are its natural isolation, its altitude and the Galestro rock 

soil that make wines with refined elegance and enchanting perfume. Fermentation took place in stainless steel 

tanks at a controlled temperature of 28°C and the wine was matured in French oak casks (30-50hl) and 

barriques for 24 months. A fine Brunello produced from grapes grown at 350-460 metres above sea level, in 

the spectacular ‘Capanna’ vineyard, which covers 42 hectares facing south/south west towards the Tyrrhenian 

coast.  

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Castiglion del Bosco 

£235.00 per 6 bottles IB | £298.00 inc duty & VAT  

“Wonderful aromas of flowers, plums, terracotta and white pepper. Intense, yet ever so subtle. Medium to full 

body, firm and silky tannins and a long and intense finish. Shows excellent length.” 97/100 James Suckling 
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Tenuta Castelgiocondo  

The territory of Castelgiocondo, dominated by the 

ancient castle and a small medieval village, is situated to 

the south-west of Montalcino between 250 and 400 

metres above sea-level, an ideal terroir for the 

production of Sangiovese. The village of Castelgiocondo 

overlooks the historic estate belonging to the 

Frescobaldi family in Montalcino: an ancient stronghold 

built in 1100 to defend the road leading from the sea to 

Siena. The property was one of the first estates to begin 

producing Brunello di Montalcino in 1800, and its 

historic importance is represented on the label of 

Castelgiocondo by the figure of a condottiere from a 

celebrated fresco of the Sienese artist Simone Martini. 

The artist’s depiction shows Guidoriccio da Fogliano, 

commander of the troops of Siena who in 1323 led the 

attack on the Montemassi castle; an historic moment 

that coincided with the initiation of the Frescobaldi family’s centuries-old adventure in the world of wine. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta Castelgiocondo 

£225.00 per 6 bottles IB | £286.00 inc duty & VAT  

This is a pure and beautiful Brunello with super fine and abundant tannins that are comprehensive and 

expansive. Builds on the palate. Full body. Round and firm with beautiful fruit and length. Lively and vivid. From 

organically grown grapes. Needs a year or two to soften, but already gorgeous.  97/100 James Suckling & 

17/20 Jancis Robinson MW 
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Castello Romitorio  

Since 1984, the Castello Romitorio winery has been committed to the study, exploration and promotion of 

top Brunello di Montalcino wines. This has been possible thanks to the work of Italian artist Sandro Chia, and 

his bond with Franco Martini, a Brunello di Montalcino expert and the cellar master of Castello Romitorio. 

This bond now continues between Sandro’s son Filippo and Franco’s son Stefano, the next generation. Their 

team has an intimate knowledge of the land and an immense respect for their local heritage and traditions, 

which allows Castello Romitorio to express the essence of Brunello di Montalcino. Their agricultural practices 

are low impact and take into consideration the nature that surrounds them as they interact with the 

indigenous flora and fauna in order to capture and develop the subtle nuances that exist in both the land and 

the vines they cultivate. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Castello Romitorio 

£195.00 per 6 bottles IB | £250.00 inc duty & VAT  

The Castello Romitorio 2015 Brunello di Montalcino is a suave and supple expression that shows a slightly 

more opulent texture when compared to many of its peers. The Castello Romitorio vineyards tend to be 

cool, both in terms of exposure and soils, and the estate shows its best results in a warm and sunny vintage 

exactly like 2015. You taste the natural richness and exuberance of the fruit, with variety-specific elements of 

wild cherry, blue flowers and soft earth. The house style prizes more width and latitude in terms of mouthfeel. 

That attractive medium to full-bodied style is achieved thanks to 24 months of oak aging. At the end of the 

day, the quality of the fruit is really what shines brightest here. 95/100 The Wine Advocate 
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Mastrojanni 

 Mastrojanni has been writing history with its wines since 

1975, collecting awards from all over the world. Today, 

thanks to an exceptional terroir in Castelnuovo dell’Abate 

and an owner, Francesco Illy, who has believed in this 

terroir for decades, Mastrojanni has become one of the 

most respected Montalcino producers in the region. 

Gabriele Mastrojanni bought the San Pio and Loreto 

estates in 1975 and decided to plant his first vineyards, 

parts of which are still producing fine Brunello wines 

today. Andrea Machetti took hold of the winemaking reins 

of Mastrojanni in 1992 quickly transforming the winery 

into one of the most highly respected producers. A man of 

few words, Andrea now knows each of the estate’s 

vineyards intimately allowing him to increase fruit quality 

vintage after vintage.  

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Mastrojanni 

£225.00 per 6 bottles IB | £286.00 inc duty & VAT  

Massive depth and breadth, thoroughly opulent and alluring aromatics of black cherry pastille, salty cassis, 

blueberry, juniper berry and subtle botanical spice complexity. There is a delicious kiss of vanilla pod spice that 

carries to the plush, rich, textural palate. Wonderful concentrated fruit sweetness, this is a very complete 

wine with fine intensity and excellent balance. Very impressive. 93-95/100 Greg Sherwood MW (Tasted 

from barrel August 2019) 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Loreto Mastrojanni 

£375.00 per 6 bottles IB | £466.00 inc duty & VAT  

Slightly tighter, darker and broodier aromatics than the straight Brunello. Much more closed in on itself. There 

are layers of black plums, a kiss of molasses, black cherry skin pith and powerful, masculine tannins. This reads 

blockbuster vintage from all angles. Dense, long and powerful. A release to watch out for! 94-96/100 Greg 

Sherwood MW (Tasted from barrel August 2019) 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Schiena d’Asino Mastrojanni 

£585.00 per 6 bottles IB | £718.00 inc duty & VAT  (Quantities extremely limited)  

Showing greater opulence and aromatic breadth, this wine is more exotic and hedonistic with ripe black berry 

fruits, mulberry, black plum and pithy black kirsch cherry. Very dense, fine grained dry tannins with a slightly 

more open textured than the Vigna Loreto, while retaining massive textural depth. The yang to the Loreto yin. 

Very attractive indeed. 94-96/100 Greg Sherwood MW (Tasted from barrel August 2019)  
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Il Marroneto 

Alessandro Mori's new releases are sought out by 

collectors the world over, especially his single vineyard 

Madonna delle Grazie of which merely 5,000 bottles are 

produced. Alessandro knows his vineyards intimately and 

understands how to coax the best out of this venerable 

varietal in the cellar producing wines of great purity and 

suppleness. The wines leapt to their current prominence 

when The Wine Advocate’s Italy critic Monica Larner 

scored the 2010 Madonna delle Grazie 100 points. We 

are offering the 2013 vintage from Il Marroneto which 

signals a return to a cooler, more classical style as 

temperatures during the growing season were cooler 

than either 2011 or 2012. Alessandro almost always 

harvests later than many of his neighbours, a tactic that 

paid particular dividends in the excellent 2013 vintage. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Il Marroneto 

£299.00 per 6 bottles IB | £375.00 inc duty & VAT  

You just can't beat the purity of the bouquet here: cherries, red liquorice, blue flowers and currants. It's all 

stunning. Il Marroneto's 2015 Brunello di Montalcino opens to a light garnet colour with faint ruby highlights. 

The wine never veers from its lanes, sticking to an absolutely traditional and fresh expression from the 

appellation. Drink 2021-2038. 96+/100 The Wine Advocate 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Il Marroneto Madonna della Grazie 

£785.00 per 6 bottles IB | £958.00 inc duty & VAT  

The Il Marroneto 2015 Brunello di Montalcino Madonna delle Grazie creeps up on you slowly. Give this wine 

ample time to open and put on weight and volume. Here, you get that beautiful purity in the bouquet, but you 

also get a different mouthfeel that is characterized by more structure and a firmer set of tannins. However, 

the overall integration is superior here considering that this wine is richer and has more material and overall 

density. Cherry, grenadine and cassis are followed by jasmine and even a touch of exotic fruit. As the wine 

opens, you catch a hint of mesquite or hickory smoke. Some 7,040 bottles were made. Drink 2022-2045. 

98+/100 The Wine Advocate 

2017 Rosso di Montalcino Il Marroneto 

£145.00 per 6 bottles IB | £190.00 inc duty & VAT  

The 2017 Rosso di Montalcino is full of good cheer, accessibility and informality. It pours from the bottle with 

a bright ruby gleam and delicate aromas of wild berry, blue flower and light dustings of sweet spice. There is a 

note of freshly milled white pepper that I only see in cool climate Sangiovese or other wild Italian indigenous 

grapes. 91/100 Greg Sherwood MW   
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Salvioni 

Azienda Salvioni is situated in the north east of Montalcino and produces two Sangiovese-based wines – its 

flagship Brunello di Montalcino DOCG, and a Rosso di Montalcino DOC wine. Azienda Salvioni released its 

first Brunello di Montalcino wine in 1985 from grapes sourced at its La Cerbaiola vineyard. The 20-hectare 

vineyard is divided into three plots of Sangiovese vines varying in age from 10-25 years old. The vines are 

planted at an altitude of between 420 to 440 meters above sea level, with each plot characterized by its own 

distinctive microclimate and soil composition of chalk and marl. The estate's signature Brunello di Montalcino 

is only made in the best years; therefore the estate will use its entire Sangiovese crop for its Rosso di 

Montalcino in lesser harvest years. Vinification takes place over approximately 30 days in stainless steel vats. 

The Brunello di Montalcino sees 36 months in Slavonian oak barrels, whereas the Rosso di Montalcino is aged 

for 12 months in barrel. Both wines are also aged in bottle. 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Salvioni 

£575.00 per 6 bottles IB | £706.00 inc duty & VAT  

Wines strictly limited and may be allocated. 

The 2015 is plush and fragrant, brimming with sweet roses, pink rock candy, red cherries and white flowers 

that make a stunning first impression. Based on its breathtaking perfume and fruit sweetness, this wine could 

easily be mistaken for a top Barolo or Barbaresco at first glance, but then the sweet tannins hit the palate with 

the much more friendly and sympathetic personality of  Sangiovese. The delineation and purity of flavours is 

head-spinning, while the finish is utterly harmonious and seamless. This is a profound, breathtaking creation 

from the great Giulio Salvioni. 97/100 Greg Sherwood MW 
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Caparzo 

Established in 1970, Caparzo is one of Montalcino's 30 historic wineries and is amongst those that contributed 

to the fame of Brunello di Montalcino. Purchased by the current owner Elisabetta Gnudi Angelini in 1998 after 

a period of dilapidation, she was determined to grow, improve and develop this estate back to its former 

glory. Investment in the vineyard, modernisation in the winery and the help of winemaker Massimo Bracalente 

have all ensured that Caparzo is now enjoying a comeback as a top Brunello producer. The Caparzo estate 

covers 200 hectares, 90 hectares are vineyards and 9 are designated for Brunello, distributed throughout 

different hillsides in the DOCG, ranging from 220 to 300 metres above sea level. Owning vineyards in 

Caparzo, La Casa, La Caduta, Il Cassero and San Piero Caselle, which constitute almost all of Montalcino's best 

areas, is most certainly one of Caparzo’s strong points. This selection of the best vineyards, allows Caparzo to 

draw the best fruit from every vintage.   

 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino Caparzo  

£195.00 per 6 bottles IB | £250.00 inc duty & VAT  

 

 

2015 Brunello di Montalcino La Casa Single Vineyard Caparzo  

£345.00 per 6 bottles IB | £430.00 inc duty & VAT  
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Please call 020 7589 6113 for more advice, or e-mail james@handford.net or 

greg@handford.net 

 

James Handford MW and Greg Sherwood MW 
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