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How the Offer Works 

Prices are quoted per case of 6 (unless stated) in bond (i.e. duty free) at London City Bond. 

Wines may be stored by us or transferred in bond. Most wines will be shipped in the spring 

autumn of 2022 for onward delivery. When you choose to receive wines the duty (currently 

£13.39 per case of 6) and V.A.T. on the total value (inc. duty) must be paid prior to delivery. 

Transfer under bond and delivery to the UK mainland are free for orders over £500 (in bond 

value). Otherwise delivery charged at £20.00 per delivery per address. Wines may be collected 

from 105 Old Brompton Road. Storage with us at LCB is currently £1.20 per case (up to 12 

bottles) per month inc. VAT. (£0.60 up to 6 bottles) 

Where possible I have included tasting notes to give an indication of style. Drinking dates give 

an idea of when the wines will be ready.  

Reminder 1.  Delivery is free on orders over £500 (including duty and VAT).  

Reminder 2. En Primeur, pre shipment, fine wine offers and duty invoices are not 

sold under retail terms. We ask you to pay only by bank transfer or debit card..  
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The Wines 

Bodegas Vega Sicilia  

Founded in 1864, Vega Sicilia lies behind the trees at the 

eastern end of Ribera Del Duero’s golden mile along the 

river Duero, just within the Ribera del Duero DO. In 

1982, the year that the Ribera del Duero was granted 

Denominación de Origen (DO) status, the winery was 

bought by the Álvarez family. The three wines produced 

on the estate – Unico, Unico Reserva Especial and Valbuena 5º – are among the most 

recognised and sought-after wines in the world. They have also developed several additional 

labels: Alión, also in Ribera del Duero, Pintia in Toro, and Macán in Rioja. 

The flagship wine, Unico, is typically released 10 years after the vintage. Current winemaker, 

Gonzalo Iturriaga, is changing this process gently, introducing larger vessels and reducing the 

oak influence to increase precision and definition in the texture of the wine, as well as give 

greater complexity. 

 

Alion 2019  £375.00 

Alión comes from carefully selected terroirs located in the very best areas of the Ribera del 

Duero DO region. 2019 was a drier vintage than normal, resulting in thick, concentrated skins 

and a firm structure in the wine. It’s such a strong red that a part of the 2019 vintage was aged 

in concrete to temper that energy and intensity. Alion with attitude and perhaps the most 

forceful vintage I have had the pleasure of tasting. Excellent. 2026 to 2032 

Valbuena 5º 2018  £345.00 (3) 

5º is reference to the ageing period at Vega - some 2 years in barrel and 3 in bottle. 2018 was a 

fresher, Atlantic-influenced vintage and looks to be one of the great wines to pick in that 

vintage. Deep, unctuous, seductive and with an uncanny blend of power and fragrant delicacy. 

This will drink well in youth and cellar well too; often a sign of class. 2025 to 2038 

Unico 2013  £950.00 (3) 

It’s a testament to the quality factor here that only 10 of almost 1,000 hectares are planted. 

And these 10 hectares are further divided into 64 sub plots. It’s difficult to think of anywhere 

on this scale that is so selective. 2013 was a tough one to manage, with some cooler periods 

and rain towards the end of the growing season. This is when careful management and selection 

comes into its own, and is why Vega is what it is! The long and relatively cool season gives rise 

to a red of many nuances: cool, black fruit and a fine web of silky tannins. With some ripening 

and rounding off to do in bottle this will improve over at least 10 years. 2030 to 2044  
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Unico Reserva Especial (2023 bottling) £1125.00 (3) 

This is a non-vintage Vega Sicilia and a tribute to tradition. Unico Reserva Especial is a true 

homage to the history of Spanish wine, perfectly combining the characteristics of different 

Unico vintages. Only the best Unico vintages are used to produce this iconic and remarkably 

complex wine. It is a blend of time, virtues, experiences, and emotions that shape the most 

profound nature of a proprietary, unique style: the Vega Sicilia style. 2033 to 2049 

 

Pintia 2018 Toro  £255.00 

Pintia lies on the banks of the Douro River, within the Toro D.O. region. The extremely cold 

winters and hot summers influence its complex soils, which are mainly known for their 

significant pebble content. This means that finding the perfect harvest period is key to ensure 

the wine conserves both its fresh aromas and acidity. Harvest ran from September 20 to 

October 7 and resulted in profound, black fruit notes and very ripe tannins. Pintia was a lovely 

surprise on taste: a certain velvet softness means it is a wine you can tuck into while waiting for 

all the other goodies from Vega to mature! 2023 to 2029. 

 

Macan Classico 2019 Rioja  £195.00 

My pick of the bunch, certainly for value. I loved the purity; mid-intense and soft, but classically 

grainy, bright red fruit acidity with a dab of tangerine peel. This is a joint venture between Vega 

and Baron Edmond de Rothschild. Although they have been buying the best bits of land for 

three decades, the first vintage was 2009. Fruity, lively, delicate, yet strong and long lived.  A 

perfect growing season and a near perfect wine. 2024 to 2034 

Macan 2018 Rioja  £325.00 

Confusing it is, but Macán is the senior partner, being a more modern and very personal take 

on the signature wines of the Rioja DOCa region. Deeper red, with finesse, purity and elegance 

it is, for those who know their Rioja, what Roda is to Rioja Alta. Tempranillo grapes come from 

the highest vineyards with the meanest of gravelly calcareous soils. 2028 to 2041 
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Bodegas Aalto 

Mariano García (of Bodegas Mauro below!) had a 

much celebrated tenure at Vega Sicilia, where he 

made his first harvest in 1968 and developed his 

professional career as Technical Director of the 

company for 30 years, until 1998. The AALTO 

project was founded in 1999; the aim of Mariano 

Garcia and Javier Zaccagnini was to make a wine 

that profiles the different terroir that the region 

has to offer. The wines are produced from 40-80 year old vines. Aalto comes from parcels of 

grapes in nine villages around Burgos and Valladolid. 

 

 

Aalto Tinto 2020 Ribera del Duero £175.00 

This will provide great joy in the years to come. Deep, shiny and purple. Lots of glycerine on 

the glass. Quite broad, ripe, Pomerol-like on the nose with soft, ripe, dark autumn fruit and 

soft, subdued wood in the back. Serious concentration and intensity, broader than 3 months 

ago at the winery, it coats the whole palate. Prunes and blueberries dominate the attack with 

dark chocolate, cinnamon, leather and soft wood in the back. Tannins are so silky and polished 

that you really have to look for them. Superb effort that will need 2-3 years to settle and go on 

for a decade or two. Hedonistic! 

Aalto PS 2020 Ribera del Duero £399.00 

Extraordinary, heady, dense and full of spice, black fruits and soft vanilla. This is the outstanding 

wine in 2020, certainly for concentration. 2031 to 2043 
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Bodegas Mauro 

I first went to Mauro way back in the late 1980s and have 

followed it ever since. That was just a decade after Mariano 

Garcia set up in memory of his father. Now it is his son who 

oversees the 90 hectares planted around the villages of Tudela de 

Duero, Traspinedo and Santibáñez, just outside the boundaries of 

the Ribera del Duero appellation. They work their vineyards 

organically, some using biodynamic principles. Wines tend to be 

silky, ripe and approachable in youth though will age very well 

too. 

 

Bodegas Mauro 2019 Crianza  £160.00 

Mauro is a selection of the best bunches of Tempranillo with a touch of Cabernet Sauvignon 

and Syrah, adding freshness, distinction and a hint of spice. There is wonderful fruit integrity and 

natural concentration on the finely focussed nose. Precise tannins, freshness and unctuous feel 

are the dominant notes as the wine needs a few years to release those characteristic explosions 

on colour onto the velvet textured back cloth. Smart and unique wine that will drink well from 

2025 to 2038. 

 

 

 

Bodegas Ausas  

Ausas Interpretacion 2019 Ribera del Duero  £245.00 

A winery we’ve been courting for a few years now and another 

project of Xavier, the winemaker at Vega Sicilia. The emphasis 

here is on fineness, purity and longevity. It’s more Margaux like 

in taste profile. Powerful but not overpowering this is a gem. 

Now in Tim Atkin’s top eight producers it’s likely to become a 

collectible too. 2027 to 2039 
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Dominio de Pingus  

When I first met Peter Sisseck he was working 

with his uncle, Peter Vinding Diers at Chateau 

Rahoul in the Graves. His ambition was to make 

wine in California after his degree from Bordeaux. 

Fate stepped in to offer him the chance to restart 

Hacienda Monasterio vineyards in central Spain. 

When he found some nearby bush vines that had 

never been sprayed or fertilised Pingus was born, 

praise from Parker et al and prices went into orbit. There is a second wine, Flor de Pingus and 

Psi, is a beautifully soft and sumptuous red that is made in a new facility and separately from the 

others. Along with Vega Sicilia, Peter is the making of this classic region. 

 

Pingus PSI de Pingus 2021  £245.00 (12) 

2019 marks the mid point (so far!) of a fabulous sequence of vintages between 2016 and 2021. 

That warmth and ripeness that characterises 2019 is in a luscious harmony with the classical 

finesse and silky touch, the hallmark of Pingus. Soft, rounded feel but with a hint of crystalline 

orange, soft spice, wood smoke and a hint of savoury. The outstanding character is simply 

chocolate smoothness on the long finish. Outstanding. Drink 2022 to 2026 

Pingus Flor de Pingus 2021  £650.00 (12) 

The 2021 Flor de Pingus, a more ethereal vintage that is very harmonious. A co-fermentation of 

some 3% Garnacha with Tempranillo, it's an elegant wine in the style of 2018 and 2016, subtle 

and very balanced, with elegant tannins that give it very good silkiness. It is focused and fresh 

and has a sense of harmony and very integrated oak. (Luis Gutiérrez 95-96, drink 2023 -2032) 

Pingus Dominio de Pingus 2021 £2050.00 (3) 

The 2021 Pingus shows great elegance and is subtle, austere and nuanced. The old vines planted 

in 1929 have very deep roots, and those vines cushion the effect of the vintage (which is more 

noticeable in the Flor de Pingus, for example). It's harmonious, precise, clean and pure, with 

very integrated oak. The tannins are amazing and super fine, which gives the wine a velvety 

mouthfeel.  (Luis Gutiérrez 98-100,  drink 2024 -2040) 
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Bodegas Valduero  

Founded in 1984 and first visited in 1992 this is 

now the stuff of dreams. Cellars and tasting room 

are from another world and wines to die for. 

Planted in what has become known as the golden 

triangle of Ribero at 800 to 900m above sea level, 

Valduero has come along way towards achieving 

the aim of becoming one of Europe’s elite. One 

for the Montrachet lovers here! 

 

Valduero Blanco 2020   £150.00 

Hand-picked, cool fermented and barrel aged, the local Albillo variety gives a most remarkable 

white in the style of burgundy. Open, intense nose of custard and macadamia with lime, baked 

apple and a whiff of pineapple too. An alluring combination of the delicate and the intense 

tropical with no hard edges at all, this will age for 5 years or more, though tough to resist now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please call 020 7589 6113 for more advice, or e-mail james@handford.net 

James Handford MW 
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